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The legal institution of human chattel slavery, comprising the enslavement primarily of Africans 
and African Americans, was prevalent in the United States of America from its founding in 1776 
until 1865, predominantly in the South. Slavery was established throughout European colonization 
in the Americas. From 1526, during the early colonial period, it was practiced in what became 
Britain's colonies, including the Thirteen Colonies that formed the United States. Under the law, an 
enslaved person was treated as property that could be bought, sold, or given away. Slavery lasted 
in about half of U.S. states until abolition in 1865, and issues concerning slavery seeped into every 
aspect of national politics, economics, and social custom. In the decades after the end of 
Reconstruction in 1877, many of slavery's economic and social functions were continued through 
segregation, sharecropping, and convict leasing. 


By the time of the American Revolutionary War (1775-1783), the status of enslaved people had 
been institutionalized as a racial caste associated with African ancestry. During and immediately 
following the Revolution, abolitionist laws were passed in most Northern states and a movement 
developed to abolish slavery. The role of slavery under the United States Constitution (1789) was 
the most contentious issue during its drafting. Although the creators of the Constitution never 
used the word "slavery", the final document, through the Three-Fifths Clause, gave slave owners 
disproportionate political power by augmenting the congressional representation and the Electoral 
College votes of slaveholding states. 


The Fugitive Slave Clause of the Constitution—Article IV, Section 2, Clause 3—provided that, if a 
slave escaped to another state, the other state had to return the slave to his or her master. This 
clause was implemented by the Fugitive Slave Act of 1793, passed by Congress. All Northern 
states had abolished slavery in some way by 1805; sometimes with completion at a future date, 
sometimes with an intermediary status of unpaid indentured servant. 


Abolition was in many cases a gradual process; a few hundred people were enslaved in the Northern 
states as late as the 1840 census. Some slaveowners, primarily in the Upper South, freed their slaves, 
and philanthropists and charitable groups bought and freed others. The Atlantic slave trade was 
outlawed by individual states beginning during the American Revolution. The import trade was banned 
by Congress in 1808, the earliest date the Constitution permitted (Article 1, Section 9), although 
smuggling was common thereafter. It has been estimated that before 1820 a majority of serving 
congressmen owned slaves, and that about 30 percent of congressmen who were born before 1840 
(some of whom served into the 20th century) at some time in their lives, were owners of slaves. 


The rapid expansion of the cotton industry in the Deep South after the invention of the cotton gin 
greatly increased demand for slave labor, and the Southern states continued as slave societies. The 
United States, divided into slave and free states, became ever more polarized over the issue of 
slavery. Driven by labor demands from new cotton plantations in the Deep South, the Upper South sold 
more than a million slaves who were taken to the Deep South. The total slave population in the South 
eventually reached four million. As the United States expanded, the Southern states attempted to 
extend slavery into the new Western territories to allow proslavery forces to maintain their power in 
Congress. The new territories acquired by the Louisiana Purchase and the Mexican Cession were the 
subject of major political crises and compromises. 


Slavery was defended in the South as a "positive good", and the largest religious denominations split 
over the slavery issue into regional organizations of the North and South. By 1850, the newly rich, 
cotton-growing South was threatening to secede from the Union, and tensions continued to rise. 
Bloody fighting broke out over slavery in the Kansas Territory. 


When Abraham Lincoln won the 1860 election on a platform of halting the expansion of slavery, 
seven slave states seceded to form the Confederacy. Shortly afterward, on April 12, 1861, the Civil 
War began when Confederate forces attacked the U.S. Army's Fort Sumter in Charleston, South 
Carolina. Four additional slave states then joined the Confederacy after Lincoln, on April 15, called 
up the militia to suppress the rebellion. During the war some jurisdictions abolished slavery and, 
due to Union measures such as the Confiscation Acts and the Emancipation Proclamation, the war 
effectively ended slavery in most places. After the Union victory, the Thirteenth Amendment to the 
United States Constitution was ratified on December 6, 1865, prohibiting "slavery [and] involuntary 
servitude, except as a punishment for crime." 
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Slavery in the colonial history of the United States refers to the 
institution of slavery that existed in the European colonies in 
North America which eventually became part of the United States 
of America. Slavery developed due to a combination of factors, 
primarily the labour demands for establishing and maintaining 
European colonies, which had resulted in the Atlantic slave trade. 
Slavery existed in every European colony in the Americas during 
the early modern period, and both Africans and indigenous 
peoples were targets of enslavement by European colonists during 
the era. 

As Spanish, French, Dutch, and British gradually established 
colonies in North America from the 16th century onwards, they 
began to enslave indigenous people, using them as forced labour 
to help develop colonial economies. 


As indigenous peoples suffered massive population losses due to 
imported diseases, Europeans quickly turned to importing slaves from 
Africa, primarily to work on slave plantations that produced cash crops. 
The enslavement of indigenous people in North America was later 
replaced during the 18th century by the enslavement of black African 
people. Concurrent with the development of slavery, racist ideology was 
developed among Europeans in Europe and European colonists, the rights 
of free people of color in European colonies were curtailed, slaves were 
legally defined as chattel property, and the condition of slavery as 
hereditary. 


The Thirteen Colonies of northern British America, were for much or all 
of the period less dependent on slavery than the Caribbean colonies, or 
those of New Spain, or Brazil, and slavery did not develop significantly 
until later in the colonial era. Nonetheless, slavery was legal in every 
colony prior to the American Revolutionary War, and was most prominent 
in the Southern Colonies (as well as, the southern Mississippi River and 
Florida colonies of France, Spain, and Britain), which by then developed 
large slave-based plantation systems. Slavery in Europe's North America 
colonies which did not have warm climates and ideal conditions for 
plantations to exist primarily took the form of domestic labour or doing 
other forms of unpaid work alongside non-enslaved counterparts. The 
American Revolution led to the first abolition laws in the Americas, 
although the institution of chattel slavery would continue to exist and 
expand across the Southern United States until finally being abolished at 
the time of the American Civil War in 1865. 


Slavery among Native Americans in the United States De cme. Cage a Zee sae 
includes slavery by and enslavement of Native Americans 
roughly within what is currently the United States of 
America. 


Tribal territories and the slave trade ranged over present- 
day borders. Some Native American tribes held war 
captives as slaves prior to and during European 
colonization. Some Native Americans were captured and 
sold by others into slavery to Europeans, while others 
were captured and sold by Europeans themselves. In the 
late 18th and 19th centuries, a small number of tribes, 
such as the five so-called "civilized tribes", began 
increasing their holding of African-American slaves. 
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European contact greatly influenced slavery as it existed among pre-contact Native Americans, 
particularly in scale. As they raided other tribes to capture slaves for sales to Europeans, they fell 
into destructive wars among themselves, and against Europeans. 

Many Native-American tribes practiced some form of slavery before the European introduction of 
African slavery into North America. 

The Haida and Tlingit Indians who lived along the southeastern Alaskan coast were traditionally 
known as fierce warriors and slave-traders, raiding as far as California. Slavery was hereditary after 
slaves were taken as prisoners of war. Among some Pacific Northwest tribes, about a quarter of the 
population were slaves. Other slave-owning tribes of North America were, for example, Comanche of 
Texas, Creek of Georgia, the fishing societies, such as the Yurok, that lived along the coast from 
what is now Alaska to California; the Pawnee, and Klamath. 


In three expeditions between 1514 and 1525, Spanish explorers visited the Carolinas and enslaved 
Native Americans, who they took to their base on Santo Domingo. The Spanish crown's charter for 
its 1526 colony in the Carolinas and Georgia was more restrictive. It required that Native Americans 
be treated well, paid, and converted to Christianity, but it also allowed already enslaved Native 
Americans to be bought and exported to the Caribbean if they had been enslaved by other Native 
Americans. This colony did not survive, so it is not clear if it exported any slaves. Native Americans 
were enslaved by the Spanish in Florida under the encomienda system. New England and the 
Carolinas captured Native Americans in wars and distributed them as slaves. Native Americans 
captured and enslaved some early European explorers and colonists. 


Larger societies structured as chiefdoms kept slaves as unpaid field laborers. In band societies, 
owning enslaved captives attested to the captor's military prowess. Some war captives were 
subjected to ritualized torture and execution. Alan Gallay and other historians emphasize 
differences between Native American enslavement of war captives and the European slave trading 
system, into which numerous native peoples were integrated. Richard White, in The Middle Ground, 
elucidates the complex social relationships between Native American groups and the early empires, 
including ‘slave’ culture and scalping. Robbie Ethridge states. 


One example of militaristic slaving can be seen in Nathaniel Bacon's actions in Virginia during the 
late 1670s. In June 1676, the Virginia assembly granted Bacon and his men what equated to a slave- 
hunting license by providing that any enemy Native Americans caught were to be slaves for life. 
They also provided soldiers who had captured Native Americans with the right to "reteyne and 
keepe all such Indian slaves or other Indian goods as they either have taken or hereafter shall take. 


By this order, the assembly had made a public decision to enslave Native Americans. In the years to 
follow, other laws resulted in Native Americans being grouped with other non-Christian servants who 
had been imported to the colonies (Negro slaves) as slaves for life. 


Puritan New England, Virginia, Spanish Florida, and the Carolina colonies engaged in large- 
scale[citation needed] enslavement of Native Americans, often through the use of Indian proxies to 
wage war and acquire the slaves. In New England, slave raiding accompanied the Pequot War and 
King Philip's War but declined after the latter war ended in 1676. Enslaved Native Americans were in 
Jamestown from the early years of the settlement,[citation needed] but large-scale cooperation 
between slave-trading English colonists and the Westo and Occaneechi peoples, whom they armed 
with guns, did not begin until the 1640s. These groups conducted enslaving raids in what is now 
Georgia, Tennessee, North Carolina, South Carolina, Florida, and possibly Alabama. The Carolina 
slave trade, which included both trading and direct raids by colonists, was the largest among the 
British colonies in North America, estimated at 24,000 to 51,000 Native Americans by Gallay. 


Historian Ulrich Phillips argues that Africans were inculcated as slaves and the best answer to the 
labor shortage in the New World because Native American slaves were more familiar with the 
environment, and would often successfully escape into the frontier territory they knew. Africans had 
more difficulty surviving in unknown territory. Africans were also more familiar with large scale 
indigo and rice cultivation, of which Native Americans were unfamiliar. 


The early colonial America depended heavily on rice and indigo cultivation producing disease- 
carrying mosquitoes caused malaria, a disease the Africans were far less susceptible to than Native 
American slaves. 


During the 17th and 18th centuries, Native American slavery, the enslavement of Native Americans 
by European colonists, was common. Many of these Native slaves were exported to the Northern 
colonies and to off-shore colonies, especially the “sugar islands" of the Caribbean. The exact 
number of Native Americans who were enslaved is unknown because vital statistics and census 
reports were at best infrequent. Historian Alan Gallay has estimated that from 1670 to 1715, slave 
traders in the Province of Carolina sold between 24,000 and 51,000 Native Americans into slavery 
as part of the Indian slave trade in the American Southeast. Andrés Reséndez estimates that 
between 147,000 and 340,000 Native Americans were enslaved in North America, excluding 
Mexico. Even after the Indian Slave Trade ended in 1750 the enslavement of Native Americans 
continued in the west, and also in the Southern states mostly through kidnappings. 


Slavery of Native Americans was organized in colonial and Mexican California through Franciscan 
missions, theoretically entitled to ten years of Native labor, but in practice maintaining them in 
perpetual servitude, until their charge was revoked in the mid-1830s. Following the 1847-48 
invasion by U.S. troops, the "loitering or orphaned Indians" were de facto enslaved in the new state 
from statehood in 1850 to 1867. Slavery required the posting of a bond by the slave holder and 
enslavement occurred through raids and a four-month servitude imposed as a punishment for Indian 
“vagrancy“ 


The first African slaves in what would become the present-day United States of America arrived in 
Puerto Rico in the early 16th century, at the hands of the Portuguese. The island's native 
population was conquered by the Spanish settler Juan Ponce de Leon with the help of a free West 
African conquistador, Juan Garrido, by 1511. 
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The first African slaves in what would become the present-day United States of America arrived in 
Puerto Rico in the early 16th century, at the hands of the Portuguese. The island's native population 
was conquered by the Spanish settler Juan Ponce de Leon with the help of a free West African 
conquistador, Juan Garrido, by 1511. The slave population on the island grew after the Spanish 
crown granted import rights to its citizens, but did not reach its peak until the 18th century. African 
slaves arrived on August 9, 1526, in Winyah Bay (off the coast of present-day South Carolina) with a 
Spanish expedition. Lucas Vazquez de Ayllon brought 600 colonists to start a colony at San Miguel 
de Gualdape. Records say the colonists included enslaved Africans, without saying how many. After 
a month Ayllon moved the colony to what is now Georgia. 


Until the early 18th century, enslaved Africans were difficult to acquire in the British mainland 
colonies. Most were sold from Africa to the West Indies for the labor-intensive sugar trade. The large 
plantations and high mortality rates required continued importation of slaves. One of the first major 
centers of African slavery in the English North American colonies occurred with the founding of 
Charles Town and the Province of Carolina (later, South Carolina) in 1670. The colony was founded 
mainly by sugar planters from Barbados, who brought relatively large numbers of African slaves from 
that island to develop new plantations in the Carolinas. 


To meet agricultural labor needs, colonists also practiced Indian slavery for some time. The 
Carolinians transformed the Indian slave trade during the late 17th and early 18th centuries by treating 
such slaves as a trade commodity to be exported, mainly to the West Indies. Historian Alan Gallay 
estimates that between 1670 and 1715, an estimated 24,000 to 51,000 captive Native Americans were 
exported from South Carolina to the Caribbean. This was a much higher number than the number of 
Africans imported to the English mainland colonies during the same period. 

In 1733, royal governor George Burrington complained that no ships brought their slave cargoes from 
Africa directly to the Province of North Carolina. 


The first African slaves in what is now Georgia arrived in mid-September 1526 with Lucas Vazquez de 
Ayllon's establishment of San Miguel de Gualdape on the current Georgia coast. They rebelled and 
lived with indigenous people, destroying the colony in less than 2 months. 

Two centuries later, Georgia was the last of Britain's Thirteen Colonies to be established and the 
furthest south (Florida was not one of the Thirteen Colonies). Founded in the 1730s, Georgia's powerful 
backers did not necessarily object to slavery as an institution, but their business model was to rely on 
labor from Britain (primarily England's poor) and they were also concerned with security, given the 
closeness of then Spanish Florida, and Spain's regular offers to enemy-slaves to revolt or escape. 


Despite agitation for slavery, it was not until a defeat of the Spanish by Georgia colonials in the 
1740s that arguments for opening the colony to slavery intensified. To staff the rice plantations and 
settlements, Georgia's proprietors relented in 1751, and African slavery grew quickly. After becoming 
a royal colony, in the 1760s Georgia began importing slaves directly from Africa. 


Florida 

One African slave, Estevanico arrived with the Narvaez expedition in Tampa Bay in April 1528 and 
marched north with the expedition until September, when they embarked on rafts from the Wakulla 
River, heading for Mexico. African slaves arrived again in Florida in 1539 with Hernando de Soto, and 
in the 1565 founding of St. Augustine, Florida. When St. Augustine was founded in 1565, the site 
already had enslaved Native Americans, whose ancestors had migrated from Cuba. The Spanish 
settlement was sparse and they held comparatively few slaves. 


Slavery in Florida occurred among indigenous tribes and during Spanish rule. Florida's purchase by 
the United States from Spain in 1819 (effective 1821) was primarily a measure to strengthen the 
system of slavery on Southern plantations, by denying potential runaways the formerly safe haven 
of Florida. Florida became a slave state, seceded, and passed laws to exile or enslave free blacks. 
Even after abolition, forced labor continued. 

Slavery in Florida did not end abruptly on one specific day. As news arrived of the end of the Civil 
War and the collapse of the Confederacy in the spring of 1865, slavery unofficially ended, as there 
were no more slave catchers or other authority to enforce the peculiar institution. Newly 
emancipated African Americans departed their plantations, often in search of relatives who were 
separated from their family. The end of slavery was made formal by the ratification of the 
Thirteenth Amendment in December 1865. Some of the characteristics of slavery, such as inability 
to leave an abusive situation, continued under sharecropping, convict leasing, and vagrancy laws. 


Selling a freedman to pay his fine 


: Monticello, Florida (1860) 


Florida became an organized territory 
of the United States on February 22, 
1821. (See Adams-Onis Treaty.) Slavery 
continued to be permitted; however, 
Spanish racial policies were replaced 
with a rigid set of laws that assumed 
that all Black persons, slave or free, 
were uncivilized and inferior to whites, 
and suitable only for slavery. 


The free Blacks and Indian slaves, 
Black Seminoles, living near St. 
Augustine, fled to Havana, Cuba, to 
avoid coming under US control. Some 
Seminole also abandoned their 
settlements and moved further south. 
Hundreds of Black Seminoles and 
fugitive slaves escaped in the early 
nineteenth century from Cape Florida 
to the Bahamas, where they settled on 
Andros Island, founding Nicholls Town , 
named for the Anglo-Irish commander 
and abolitionist who fostered their 
escape, Edward Nicolls 


Texas and the southwest 


An African slave, Estevanico, reached Galveston island in November 1528, with the remnants of the 
Narvaez expedition in Florida. The group headed south on the mainland in 1529, trying to reach 
Spanish settlements. They were captured and held by Native Americans until 1535. They traveled 
northwest to the Pacific Coast, then south along the coast to San Miguel de Culiacan, which had 
been founded in 1531, and then to Mexico City. 


Spanish Texas had few African slaves, but the colonists enslaved many Native Americans. Beginning 
in 1803, Spain freed slaves who escaped from the Louisiana territory, recently acquired by the 
United States. More African-descended slaves were brought to Texas by American settlers. 


The first recorded Africans in Virginia arrived in late August 1619. The White Lion, a privateer ship 
owned by Robert Rich, 2nd Earl of Warwick but flying a Dutch flag, docked at what is now Old Point 
Comfort (located in modern-day Hampton) with approximately 20 Africans. They were captives from 
the area of present-day Angola and had been seized by the privateer's crew from a Portuguese slave 
ship, the "Sao Joao Bautista". To obtain the Africans, the Jamestown colony traded provisions with 
the ship Some number of these individuals appear to have been treated like indentured servants, 
since slave laws were not passed until later, in 1641 in Massachusetts and in 1661 in Virginia. But 
from the beginning, in accordance with the custom of the Atlantic slave trade, most of this 
relatively small group, appear to have been treated as slaves, with "African" or "negro" becoming 
synonymous with "slave". Virginia enacted laws concerning runaway slaves and ‘negroes’ in 1672. 


New England 

The 1677 work The Doings and Sufferings of the Christian 
Indians documented how hundreds of Praying Indians, who 
were allied with the New England Colonies, were enslaved 
and sent to the West Indies in the aftermath of King Philip's 
War by the colonists. Captive indigenous opponents, 
including women and children, were also sold into slavery at 
a substantial profit, to be transported to West Indies 
colonies. 


African and Native American slaves made up a smaller part 
of the New England economy, which was based on yeoman 
farming and trades, than in the South, and a smaller fraction 
of the population, but they were present. Most were house 
servants, but some worked at farm labor. The Puritans 
codified slavery in 1641. The Massachusetts Bay royal colony 
passed the Body of Liberties, which prohibited slavery in 
some instances, but did allow three legal bases of slavery. 
Slaves could be held if they were captives of war, if they sold 
themselves into slavery, were purchased from elsewhere, or 
if they were sentenced to slavery by the governing authority. 
The Body of Liberties used the word "strangers" to refer to 
people bought and sold as slaves, as they were generally not 
native born English subjects. Colonists came to equate this 
term with Native Americans and Africans. 


The Massachusetts Bay Colony (1628-1691), 
more formally the Colony of Massachusetts 
Bay, was an English settlement on the east 
coast of North America around the 
Massachusetts Bay, one of the several colonies 
later reorganized as the Province of 
Massachusetts Bay. The lands of the 
settlement were in southern New England, with 
initial settlements on two natural harbors and 
surrounding land about 15.4 miles (24.8 km) 
apart—the areas around Salem and Boston, 
north of the previously established Plymouth 
Colony. The territory nominally administered by 
the Massachusetts Bay Colony covered much 
of central New England, including portions of 
Massachusetts, Maine, New Hampshire, and 
Connecticut. 


New York and New Jersey 


The Dutch West India Company introduced slavery in 1625 with the 
importation of eleven enslaved blacks who worked as farmers, fur 
traders, and builders to New Amsterdam (present day New York 
City), capital of the nascent province of New Netherland. The Dutch 
colony expanded across the North River (Hudson River) to Bergen (in 
today's New Jersey). Later, slaves were also held privately by 
settlers in the area. Although enslaved, the Africans had a few basic 
rights and families were usually kept intact. They were admitted to 
the Dutch Reformed Church and married by its ministers, and their 
children could be baptized. Slaves could testify in court, sign legal 
documents, and bring civil actions against whites. Some were 
permitted to work after hours earning wages equal to those paid to 
white workers. When the colony fell to the English in the 1660s, the 
company freed all its slaves, which created an early nucleus of free 
Negros in the area. 


The English continued to import slaves to New York. Slaves in the 
colony performed a wide variety of skilled and unskilled jobs, mostly 
in the burgeoning port city and surrounding agricultural areas. In 
1703 more than 42% of New York City’s households held slaves, a 
percentage higher than in the cities of Boston and Philadelphia, and 
second only to Charleston in the South. 


Midwest, Mississippi River, and Louisiana 


Slavery in New France was practiced by 
some of the indigenous populations, which 
enslaved outsiders as captives in warfare, 
until European colonization that made 
commercial chattel slavery become 
common in New France. By 1750, two- 
thirds of the enslaved peoples in New 
France were indigenous, and by 1834, most 
enslaved people were black. 


The institution, which endured for almost 
two centuries, affected thousands of men, 
women, and children descended from 
indigenous and African peoples. It also 
impacted many indigenous people, who 
were used as domestic servants and 
traded as goods 


The existence of slavery in this region 
predates the arrival of Europeans and had 
major impact on the way the system of 
slavery progressed during French 
colonization. Entrenched in a culture of war, 
indigenous groups of the Pays d’en Haut 
relied extensively on warfare that focused on 
captive-taking, rather than killing. These 
captives would then be processed, often 
through a brutal series of events designed to 
strip the individual of any identifications from 
° prior groups and also supplying lasting 
demarcations and scarring to signify the 
individual's captive status to others in the 
community. Clearly established prior to the 
French arrival, a system of slavery was well 
underway. The French practice of slavery, 
therefore, existed more as an adaptation to 
an existing system rather than the imposition 
of a new system upon indigenous peoples and 
spaces. Slavery was adopted by French 
settlers in earnest beginning in 1632, 
continuing after the Conquest of New France 
in the 18th century. 


New France, 1750 . 
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African slaves in New France were a minority in relation to 
both African slaves within New France and throughout all 
“New World" slave holdings. Out of the roughly 3.8 million 
slaves who had been transported from Western Africa to the 
Americas by the 1750s, only about 1,400 ended up in New 
France. Similarly, African slaves were continuously 
outnumbered by the enslaved indigenous population that 
formed the majority of the forced-labor force in New France. 
While exact figures are hard to reconstruct, an estimate of 
slave populations in 1759, on the eve of Conquest of 1760 
suggests a total of around 4,000 slaves, of which around 
1,200 were African. It was in 1632 that the first recorded 
black slave, Olivier Le Jeune, arrived in New France. It would 
take more than 50 years later for the next black slave to 
appear in records, despite strong efforts to augment the 
numbers of black slaves. Several attempts were made 
throughout the history of New France to increase the number 
of African slaves brought to the colony to increase the 
available workforce. Attempts to increase the economic 
output of mines, fisheries, and farms were frustrated by the 
lack of workers. There was much concern that the 
introduction of African enslavement in Canada would be a 
costly economic option, citing the major differences in 
climate as the main reason for its possible failure. 


16th century 


While the British knew about Spanish and Portuguese slave trading, they did not implement slave 
labor in the Americas until the 17th century. British travelers were fascinated by the dark-skinned 
people they found in West Africa; they developed mythologies that situated them in their view of 
the cosmos. The first Africans to arrive in England came voluntarily in 1555 with John Lok (an 
ancestor of the famous philosopher John Locke). Lok intended to teach them English in order to 
facilitate the trading of material goods with West Africa. This model gave way to a slave trade 
initiated by John Hawkins, who captured 300 Africans and sold them to the Spanish. Blacks in 
England were marginalized but remained free, as slavery was never authorized by law in England. 


In 1607, the English established Jamestown as their first permanent colony on the North American 
continent. Tobacco became the chief commodity crop of the colony, due to the efforts of John Rolfe 
in 1611. Once it became clear that tobacco was going to drive the Jamestown economy, more 
workers were needed for the labor-intensive crop. British plantation owners in North America and 
the Caribbean also needed a workforce for their cash crop plantations, which was initially filled by 
indentured servants from Britain before transitioning to Native American and West African slave 
labor. During this period, the English established colonies in Barbados in 1624 and Jamaica in 1655. 
These and other Caribbean colonies generated wealth by the production of sugar cane, as sugar 
was in high demand in Europe. They also were an early center of the slave trade for the growing 
English colonial empire. 


Slavetrade 


English colonists entertained two lines of thought 
simultaneously toward indigenous Native 
Americans. Because these people were lighter- 
skinned, they were seen as more European and 
therefore as candidates for civilization. At the 
same time, because they were occupying the land 
desired by colonists, they were from the beginning, 
frequent targets of colonial violence. At first, 
indentured servants were used for labor. These 
servants provided up to seven years of service in 
exchange for having their trip to Jamestown paid 
for by someone in Jamestown. The person who 
paid was granted additional land in headrights, 
dependent on how many persons he paid to travel 
to the colony. Once the seven years were over, the 
indentured servant who survived was free to live in 
Jamestown as a regular citizen. However, 
colonists began to see indentured servants as too 
costly, in part because the high mortality rate 
meant the force had to be resupplied. In addition, 
an improving economy in England reduced the 
number of persons who were willing to sign up as 
indentured servants for the harsh conditions in the 
colonies. 


17th century 


In 1619, the English privateer White Lion, with Dutch letters 
of marque, brought 20 Africans seized Portuguese slave ship 
to Point Comfort. Several colonial colleges held enslaved 
people as workers and relied on them to operate. 

The laws relating to slavery and their enforcement hardened 
in the second half of the 17th century, and the prospects for 
Africans and their descendants grew increasingly dim. By 
1640, the Virginia courts had sentenced at least one black 
servant, John Punch, to slavery. In 1656 Elizabeth Key won a 
suit for freedom based on her father's status as a free 
Englishman, his having baptized her as Christian in the 
Church of England, and the fact that he established a 
guardianship for her that was supposed to be a limited 
indenture. Following her case, in 1662 the Virginia House of 
Burgesses passed a law with the doctrine of partus, stating 
that any child born in the colony would follow the status of its 
mother, bond or free. This overturned a long held principle of 
English common law, whereby a child's status followed that of 
the father. It removed any responsibility for the children from 
white fathers who had abused and raped slave women. Most 
did not acknowledge, support, or emancipate their resulting 
children. 


During the second half of the 17th century, the British economy improved and the supply of British 
indentured servants declined, as poor Britons had better economic opportunities at home. At the 
same time, Bacon's Rebellion of 1676 led the planter class to worry about the prospective dangers of 
creating a large class of restless, landless, and relatively poor white men (most of them former 
indentured servants). Wealthy Virginia and Maryland planters began to buy slaves in preference to 
indentured servants during the 1660s and 1670s, and poorer planters followed suit by c.1700. (Slaves 
cost more than servants, so initially only the wealthy could invest in slaves.) The first European 
colonists in Carolina introduced African slavery into the colony in 1670, the year the colony was 
founded, and Charleston ultimately became the busiest slave port in North America. Slavery spread 
from the South Carolina Lowcountry first to Georgia, then across the Deep South as Virginia's 
influence had crossed the Appalachians to Kentucky and Tennessee. Northerners also purchased 
slaves, though on a much smaller scale. Enslaved people outnumbered free whites in South Carolina 
from the early 1700s to the Civil War. An authoritarian political culture evolved to prevent slave 
rebellion and justify white slaveholding. Northern slaves typically dwelled in towns, rather than on 
plantations as in the South, and worked as artisans and artisans’ assistants, sailors and 
longshoremen, and domestic servants. 


In 1672, Charles II of England rechartered the Royal African Company (which had been originally 
established in 1660), granting the company an exclusive monopoly on all English trade with Africa, 
which included the slave trade. This monopoly was overturned by an Act of Parliament in 1697. The 
slave trade to the mid-Atlantic colonies increased substantially in the 1680s, and by 1710 the African 
population in Virginia had increased to 23,100 (42% of total); Maryland contained 8,000 Africans (23% 
of total). During the early 18th century, Britain passed Spain and Portugal to become the world's 
leading slave-trading nation 


Charles II (29 May 1630 - 6 February 1685)[c] was King 
of Scotland from 1649 until 1651 and King of England, 
Scotland, and Ireland from the 1660 Restoration of the 
monarchy until his death in 1685. 


Charles II was the eldest surviving child of Charles I of 
England, Scotland and Ireland and Henrietta Maria of 
France. After Charles I's execution at Whitehall on 30 
January 1649, at the climax of the English Civil War, the 
Parliament of Scotland proclaimed Charles II king on 5 
February 1649. However, England entered the period 
known as the English Interregnum or the English 
Commonwealth, with a government led by Oliver 
Cromwell. Cromwell defeated Charles Il at the Battle of 
Worcester on 3 September 1651, and Charles fled to 
mainland Europe. Cromwell became Lord Protector of 
England, Scotland and Ireland. Charles spent the next 
nine years in exile in France, the Dutch Republic and the 
Spanish Netherlands. A political crisis after Cromwell's 
death in 1658 resulted in the restoration of the 
monarchy in 1660, and Charles was invited to return to 
Britain. On 29 May 1660, his 30th birthday, he was 
received in London to public acclaim. After 1660, all 
legal documents stating a regnal year did so as if he had 
succeeded his father as king in 1649. 


The Royal African Company (RAC) was an English trading company 
established in 1660 by the House of Stuart and City of London 
merchants to trade along the West African coast. It was overseen by 
the Duke of York, the brother of Charles Il of England; the RAC was 
founded after Charles II ascended to the English throne in the 1660 
Stuart Restoration, and he granted it a monopoly on all English trade 
with Africa. While the company's original purpose was to trade for gold 
in the Gambia River, as Prince Rupert of the Rhine had identified gold 
deposits in the region during the Interregnum, the RAC quickly began 
trading in slaves, which became its largest commodity. 


Historians have estimated that the RAC shipped more African slaves to 
the Americas during the Atlantic slave trade than any other company. 
The RAC also dealt in other commodities such as ivory, which were 
primarily sourced from the Gold Coast region. After William III of 
England rescinded the company's monopoly in 1697 under pressure 
from the Parliament of England, the RAC became insolvent by 1708, 
though it survived in a state of much reduced activity until 1752, when 
its assets were transferred to the newly founded African Company of 
Merchants, which lasted until 1821. 


The Atlantic slave trade to North America 


Of the enslaved Africans brought to the New World an estimated 5- 
7% ended up in British North America. The vast majority of slaves 
transported across the Atlantic Ocean were sent to the Caribbean 
sugar colonies, Brazil, or Spanish America. Throughout the 
Americas, but especially in the Caribbean, tropical disease took a 
large toll on their population and required large numbers of 
replacements. Many Africans had limited natural immunity to 
yellow fever and malaria; but malnutrition, poor housing, 
inadequate clothing allowances, and overwork contributed to a 
high mortality rate. 


In British North America, the enslaved population rapidly increased 
via the birth rate, whereas in the Caribbean colonies they did not. 
The lack of proper nourishment, being suppressed sexually, and 
poor health are possible reasons. Of the small numbers of babies 
born to slaves in the Caribbean, only about 1 in 4 survived the 
miserable conditions on sugar plantations. It was not only the 
major colonial powers of Western Europe such as France, Great 
Britain, Spain, Portugal, and the Dutch Republic that were involved. 
Other countries, including Sweden (traded 10 000 persons) and 
Denmark-Norway (traded 100 000 persons), also participated in the 
Atlantic slave trade, though on a much more limited scale. 
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In 1648 De Geer's charter on 
exporting Swedish copper ended. 
Along with his son Laurens, and with 
a royal charter of Christina I of 
Sweden he founded the Swedish 
Africa Company, but moved its base 
from Gothenburg to Stade. The 
company was founded after Hendrik 
Carloff, a former high-ranking 
administrator of the Dutch West 
India Company, had offered his help, 
promoting his good relation with a 
local chief. 


The Swedish Africa 
Company (Swedish: 
Svenska Afrikanska 
Kompaniet) was a 
Swedish trading 
company, founded in 
1649 on the initiative 
of the Walloon-Dutch 
merchant Louis De 
Geer and his son 
Laurens, for whom 
Sweden had become 
a second home. The 
primary interest of 
the company was the 
trade on the Swedish 
Gold Coast, notably 
the trade of human 
beings to be sold into 
slavery in the 
Americas 


By 1494, the Portuguese king had entered agreements with 
the rulers of several West African states that would allow 
trade between their respective peoples, enabling the 
Portuguese to “tap into” the "well-developed commercial 
economy in Africa ... without engaging in hostilities”. 
“Peaceful trade became the rule all along the African 
coast", although there were some rare exceptions when 
acts of aggression led to violence. For instance, Portuguese 
traders attempted to conquer the Bissagos Islands in 1535. 
In 1571, Portugal, supported by the Kingdom of Kongo, took 
control of the south-western region of Angola in order to 
secure its threatened economic interest in the area. 
Although Kongo later joined a coalition in 1591 to force the 
Portuguese out, Portugal had secured a foothold on the 
continent that it continued to occupy until the 20th century. 
Despite these incidents of occasional violence between 
African and European forces, many African states ensured 
that any trade went on in their own terms, for instance, 
imposing custom duties on foreign ships. In 1525, the 
Kongolese King Afonso I seized a French vessel and its 
crew for illegally trading on his coast. In addition, Afonso 
complained to the king of Portugal that Portuguese slave 
traders continued to kidnap his people, which was causing 
depopulation in his kingdom. 
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The Atlantic slave trade is 
customarily divided into two 
eras, known as the first and 
second Atlantic systems. 
Slightly more than 3% of the 
enslaved people exported 
from Africa were traded 
between 1525 and 1600, and 
16% in the 17th century. 
The first Atlantic system 
was the trade of enslaved 
Africans to, primarily, 
American colonies of the 
Portuguese and Spanish 
empires. Before the 1520s, 
slavers took Africans to 
Seville or the Canary Islands 
and then exported some of 
them from Spain to its 
colonies in Hispaniola and 
Puerto Rico, with 1 to 40 
slaves per ship. 


A slave 


market in 
Brazil 


Until the middle of the 17th century, Mexico was the largest single market for slaves in Spanish 
America. While the Portuguese were directly involved in trading enslaved peoples to Brazil, the 
Spanish Empire relied on the Asiento de Negros system, awarding (Catholic) Genoese merchant 
bankers the license to trade enslaved people from Africa to their colonies in Spanish America. 
Cartagena, Veracruz, Buenos Aires, and Hispaniola received the majority of slave arrivals, mainly 
from Angola. (437,446) This division of the slave trade between Spain and Portugal upset the 
British and the Dutch who invested in the British West Indies and Dutch Brazil producing sugar. 


The Atlantic slave trade was the result of, 
among other things, labour shortage, itself 
in turn created by the desire of European 
colonists to exploit New World land and 
resources for capital profits. Native 
peoples were at first utilized as slave 
labour by Europeans until a large number 
died from overwork and Old World 
diseases. Furthermore, in the mid-16th 
century, the Spanish New Laws, prohibited 
slavery of the Indigenous people. A labour 
shortage resulted. Alternative sources of 
labour, such as indentured servitude, 
failed to provide a sufficient workforce. 
Many crops could not be sold for profit, or 
even grown, in Europe. Exporting crops 
and goods from the New World to Europe 
often proved to be more profitable than 
producing them on the European mainland. 
A vast amount of labour was needed to 
create and sustain plantations that 
required intensive labour to grow, harvest, 
and process prized tropical crops. 


Slaves embarked to America from 
1450 until 1800 by country 


Total number of slaves embarked 


Great Britain = 2.651.970 


Denmark / Baltic = 83:123 
U.S.A. = 125.501 


Netherlands = 438.417 


Portugal / Brazil = 1.062.179 


France = 1.081.737 


Slaves embarked to America from 
1450 until 1866 by country 


Total number of slaves embarked 


Portugal / Brazil = 3.884.557 
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Great Britain = 3.082.337 
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A slave being inspected 


In 1778, Thomas Kitchin estimated 
that Europeans were bringing an 
estimated 52,000 slaves to the 
Caribbean yearly, with the French 
bringing the most Africans to the 
French West Indies (13,000 out of 
the yearly estimate). 


European participation in the slave trade 


Europeans provided the market for slaves, rarely traveling 
beyond the coast or entering the African interior, due to 
fear of disease and native resistance. They typically 
resided in fortresses on the coasts, where they waited for 
Africans to provide them captured slaves from the interior 
in exchange for goods. Cases of European merchants 
kidnapping free Africans into slavery often resulted in 
fierce retaliation from Africans, who could momentarily 
stop trade and even capture or kill Europeans. Europeans 
who desired safe and uninterrupted trade aimed to 
prevent kidnapping incidents, and the British passed the 
“Acts of Parliament for Regulating the Slave Trade” in 
1750 which outlawed the abduction of free Africans by 
“fraud, force, or violence”. According to a source from the 
Lowcountry Digital Library at the College of Charleston, 
“When Portuguese, and later their European competitors, 
found that peaceful commercial relations alone did not 
generate enough enslaved Africans to fill the growing 
demands of the trans-Atlantic slave trade, they formed 
military alliances with certain African groups against 
their enemies. This encouraged more extensive warfare 
to produce captives for trading. 
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resulted in a vast and as yet unknown 
loss of life for African captives both in and outside the Americas. 
Estimates have ranged from as low as 


Slave trade out of Africa, 1500-1900 
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18th century 


During the Great Awakening of the late eighteenth century, Methodist and Baptist preachers toured 
in the South, trying to persuade planters to manumit their slaves on the basis of equality in God's 
eyes. They also accepted slaves as members and preachers of new chapels and churches. The first 
black churches (all Baptist) in what became the United States were founded by slaves and free 
blacks in Aiken County, South Carolina, in 1773 Petersburg, Virginia, in 1774; and Savannah, 
Georgia, in 1778, before the end of the Revolutionary War. 

Slavery was officially recognized as a serious offense in 1776 by the Philadelphia Yearly Meeting. 
The Yearly Meeting had been against slavery since the 1750s. 


Late 18th and 19th century 


During and following the Revolution, the northern states all abolished slavery, with New Jersey 
acting last in 1804. Some of these state jurisdictions enacted the first abolition laws in the entire 
New World. In states that passed gradual abolition laws, such as New York and New Jersey, 
children born to slave mothers had to serve an extended period of indenture into young adulthood. 
In other cases, some slaves were reclassified as indentured servants, effectively preserving the 
institution of slavery through another name. By 1808 (the first year allowed by the Constitution to 
federally ban the import slave trade), all states (except South Carolina) had banned the 
international buying or selling of slaves. Acting on the advice of President Thomas Jefferson, who 
denounced the international trade as "violations of human rights which have been so long continued 
on the unoffending inhabitants of Africa, in which the morality, the reputation, and the best 
interests of our country have long been eager to proscribe", in 1807 Congress also banned the 
international slave trade. 


As it became popular on many plantations to 
breed slaves for strength, fertility, or extra labor, 
there grew many documented instances of 
“breeding farms" in the United States. Slaves 
were forced to conceive and birth as many new 
slaves as possible. The largest farms were 
located in Virginia and Maryland. Because the 
industry of slave breeding came from a desire for 
larger than natural population growth of slaves, 
slaveowners often turned towards systematic 
practices for creating more slaves. Female slaves 
“were subjected to repeated rape or forced sex 
and became pregnant again and again", even by 
incest. In horrific accounts of former slaves, 
some stated that hoods or bags were placed over 
their heads to prevent them from knowing who 
they were forced to have sex with. Journalist 
William Spivey wrote, "It could be someone they 
know, perhaps a niece, aunt, sister, or their own 
mother. The breeders only wanted a child that 
could be sold. 
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The Old Plantation, watercolor attributed to 


' gina John Rose, possibly painted 1785-1795 in 
Planters Beit the Beaufort District of South Carolina 
TOBACCO. (Abby Aldrich Rockefeller Folk Art Museum) 
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Arguments for and against slavery caused ongoing conflict 
during the first 89 years of the United States (Historical 
Geography, John J. Smith, 1888) 


In a section negotiated by James Madison of Virginia, 
Section 2 of Article | designated "other persons" (slaves) 
to be added to the total of the state's free population, at 
the rate of three-fifths of their total number, to establish 
the state's official population for the purposes of 
apportionment of congressional representation and 
federal taxation. The "Three-Fifths Compromise” was 
reached after a debate in which delegates from Southern 
(slaveholding) states argued that slaves should be 
counted in the census just as all other persons were while 
delegates from Northern (free) states countered that 
slaves should not be counted at all. The compromise 
strengthened the political power of Southern for 
congressional apportionment and in the Electoral College, / a 
although it did not strengthen Southern states as much as 
it would have had the Constitution provided for counting 
all persons, whether slave or free, equally. states, as 
three-fifths of the (non-voting) slave population was 
counted 
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John Trumbull's 1780 portrait George Washington also 
depicts a man believed to be Washington's enslaved 
valet William Lee (Metropolitan Museum of Art 
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regular trader In this c' 
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fon. For sale on re 
ceptances, at hiy Old Stand, commer of Esplanade and Chartres 
streets. Third Distric 
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and sells Slaves on ce 


LAVE: DEPOT, No. 76 BA- 
Now Orleans, keeps constantly cn 
Mechunics, Field Hands, Cools, Wash- 
General House Servants. Also, buys 
mission, 02%} Gime 


ye NEGROES FOR SALE —THE UNDER- 


slened has reopened the well-known Slave Depot, No. 

47 Esplanade, corner of Chartres street, rosently occupied 

by Joba B. Smith, witha very likely lot of flelt bands, 

house servants, washers sud ironers, scamstresses, etc., on sale, 
all imported from Virginia and South Carolina, 

Additional supplies will be received from those States during 

the season, Terms, rensonnble for cash, or approved city ue+ 


ceplunces. THOS, E. MATTHEWS. 
Re lanade sireet, cor. Chartres. 
Bar Delia and 1 : nl 6m 


3 
them ha 
wil passed 
with thfs 
nm Inbor, ovr imiueements to purchasers. 
WALTER L. CAMPBELL, 
G4 Boronne, near Common st. 


REGROES FOR SALI—I HAY 
just arrived with One Hundred and Fifty N 
GRO rom Viryinin and Marylind, such as Me 
chanics, House Servants, Cooks, Washers and 
Lrovers, and Field Wands, Iwill also receive during the sea- 
£on (every month) large supplies. exclusively from those States, 
IT am determined to sell at prices to sult the times, for cash or 
approved city acceptances, They can'be seen at my house, cor- 
ner of Brronne and Gravier streets, New Orleans, 
020 6m J. M. WILSON. 


OULNA AND VIRGINIA NE- 
Go The sobseriber hag just arrived with a 
gang very likely Carolina avd Virginia NE 
GROES, consisting of Field Hands, Honse Ser- 
vants, Cooks, Washers and Ironers, also n No. 1 Bricklayer, am 
will Wo receiving fresh snpplies during the season. Peregus 
wishing to purebase will find it to their advantage to cell,as 
they will be sold on accommodating formes, 
Ho. F. PETERSON, 
6¢28 6m 15 Perdido streat, 


i Cc, M, RUTHERFORD, COMMISSION 


Agent for the Purchase and Sale of Slaves, Office and 
Yurd, No. 65 Baronnestreet, New Orleans, La, jar ir 
ia 


JOR SALE—ON REASONABLE TERMS, SEVERAL 
vory fine propertios on Esplanade street, {mproved aud on 
{mproved, aie severn! very large properties close to Eepla- 
nade street and the various paris of the city, Mor particnlars, 
iT ent 
weed if 4] EXCHANGE ALLEY, 


Cc. FEF. HA'TCHER, No. 195 GRAVIER ST, 
Now Ozlenns, La. J. M. CURETON, Superintendent of 
Stare Depot. 

Notice to Merchants, Planters, Traders and Stave Own- 
érs—Having made extensive alterntiuns and accommodstions on 
my old stand, I am now prepared to recelye and accotermedate 
fram to to three hundred slaves forsale on Commission. I ean 
also accotsriod ste the owners with good board and comfortable 
Toottis on reasonable terms. 

Those huvituy betsiness In ray Ine would do weil to call and eee 
for themselvee before looking elsewhere, as the Inducemental 
offer are unequaled. 

A good stock of Negroes for sate will be kept constantly on 
hand, consisting of Field Hands, Mechanics, House Servants, 
Senmatresses, Nurses, Hale Dressers, cic. 

f aa Liberal advances made on property placed in my hands 
Orahic. 
Siayes and Texas, Mississippi and Louislana Lands bonght 
and sald. 
a 
ne23 ly 0. F. HATCHER, 
OTICK —AFTER SLAVES HAVE BEEN PLACED 
in other Yards or Depots, I will not receivethem at Ne. 198 
Gravtor street. 
jab if OC, F, HATCHER. 


Dark green indicates the 
reach of the Golden Circle, 
an aspirational empire for 
American slave owners 
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Some 19th-century 
American abolitionists: 
Wendell Phillips and William 
Lloyd Garrison (with British 
abolitionist George 
Thompson), William Wells 
Brown, Frederick Douglass, 
1851 meeting of the 
Pennsylvania Abolition 
Society (including Oliver 
Johnson, Mary Grew, 
Robert Purvis, and Lucretia 
Mott), John Brown, and 
Harriet Tubman 


Abolitionist Samuel 
Sewall was chief justice 
of the Massachusetts 
Superior Court of 
Judicature, the highest 
court in Massachusetts. 
(Museum of Fine Arts, 
Boston, Massachusetts) 


Abolitionist and politician 
Joshua Reed Giddings was 
censured in the U.S. House of 
Representatives in 1842 for 
introducing anti-slavery 
resolution deemed to be 
incendiary, and in violation of 
the House's gag rule prohibiting 
discussion of slavery. 


Simon Legree and 
Uncle Tom: a scene 
from Uncle Tom's Cabin 
(1852), an influential 
abolitionist novel 
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Page from The Anti-Slavery 
Alphabet (1846-49) 
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The Anti-Slavery Alphabet 
is an alphabet book 
published in 1846 by the 
Philadelphia Female Anti- 
Slavery Society (PFASS). It 
was written by two of the 
society's members, 
Hannah and Mary 
Townsend, with the 
intention of encouraging 
abolitionist ideas in young 
children 


K is the Kidnapper, who stole 
That little child and mother— 
Shrieking, it clung around her, but 
He tore them from each other. 
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L is the Lash, that brutally 
He swung around its head, 
Threatening that “if it cried again, 
He’d whip it till *twas dead.”’ 
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Discovery of Nat Turner 
[in 1831], an 1881 wood- 
engraving by William 
Henry Shelton 


One child survivor of American 
slavery retold "his parents’ stories 
about slaves sometimes killing the 
bloodhounds that some whites kept 
for tracking runaways 
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Manumission papers of Phillis Murray, 
negro woman aged about 25 years, 
signed William Glasgow, December 31, 
1833 (Missouri History Museum) 


Although Virginia, Maryland and Delaware were slave 
states, the latter two already had a high proportion of 
free blacks by the outbreak of war. Following the 
Revolution, the three legislatures made manumission 
easier, allowing it by deed or will. Quaker and Methodist 
ministers in particular urged slaveholders to free their 
slaves. The number and proportion of freed slaves in 
these states rose dramatically until 1810. More than half 
of the number of free blacks in the United States were 
concentrated in the Upper South. The proportion of free 
blacks among the black population in the Upper South 
rose from less than 1 percent in 1792 to more than 10 
percent by 1810.[100] In Delaware, nearly 75 percent of 
black people were free by 1810. 


U.S. brig Perry 
confronting the slave ship 
Martha off Ambriz on 
June 6, 1850 (Sarony & 
Co. lithograph, Andrew H. 
Foote's Africa and the 
American Flag, 1854) 
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In the early part of the 19th century, other 
organizations were founded to take action on the 
future of black Americans. Some advocated 
removing free black people from the United 
States to places where they would enjoy greater 
freedom; some endorsed colonization in Africa, 
while others advocated emigration, usually to 
Haiti. During the 1820s and 1830s, the American 
Colonization Society (ACS) was the primary 
organization to implement the "return" of black 
Americans to Africa. 


The ACS was made up mostly of Quakers and 
slaveholders, and they found uneasy common 
ground in support of what was incorrectly called 
“repatriation”. By this time, however, most black 
Americans were native-born and did not want to 
emigrate, saying they were no more African than 
white Americans were British. Rather, they 
wanted full rights in the United States, where 
their families had lived and worked for 
generations. 


Movement of slaves between 
1790 and 1860 


The replacement for the importation of slaves from 
abroad was increased domestic production. Virginia 
and Maryland had little new agricultural development, 
and their need for slaves was mostly for replacements 
for decedents. Normal reproduction more than supplied 
these: Virginia and Maryland had surpluses of slaves. 
Their tobacco farms were “worn out" and the climate 
was not suitable for cotton or sugar cane. The surplus 
was even greater because slaves were encouraged to 
reproduce (though they could not marry). The pro- 
Bs slavery Virginian Thomas Roderick Dew wrote in 1832 
ipeo, ail, that Virginia was a "negro-raising state"; i.e. Virginia 

: "hee "yroduced" slaves. According to him, in 1832 Virginia 

U. 8. Department of Asrctture, Buren of Assicltural Economic | SCALE 8 exported "upwards of 6,000 slaves” per year, "a source 


Number of Slaves in the United States in 1790 and in 1860. 


1. These two maps are the first and last of a group of six. Space does not allow all six of wealth to Virginia a 


to be shown here. 
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2. The use of these two maps in ‘a history lesson would clarify and simplify the slave 
problem of 1860. This material in tabulated or verbal form would be formidable, 
3. Only a section of each map is reproduced here. 


Ashley's Sack is a cloth that recounts a slave sale 
separating a mother and her daughter. The sack belonged to 
a nine-year-old girl Ashley and was a parting gift from her 
mother, Rose, after Ashley had been sold. Rose filled the 
sack with a dress, braid of her hair, pecans, and "my love 
always”. (Middleton Place Foundation, South Carolina) 


: The historian Ira Berlin called this forced migration of slaves 
aes: ] the "Second Middle Passage" because it reproduced many of 
ik a My, geod grandmother Rose i the same horrors as the Middle Passage (the name given to 
mother of Anhlen, gare her thio oack whom | the transportation of slaves from Africa to North America). 
the wan oold of age 9 im Douth Garona J These sales of slaves broke up many families and caused 
| much hardship. Characterizing it as the "central event" in 
the life of a slave between the American Revolution and the 


it hddo tattered dreae 3 hamafulls of 
pecama a braid of Rooee hoie hd her 


4a filed with ty OI ee e Civil War, Berlin wrote that, whether slaves were directly 
- uprooted or lived in fear that they or their families would be 
phe nerer dow her ae P : . a . Z g 
involuntarily moved, “the massive deportation traumatized 
oe i , black people, both slave and free”. Individuals lost their 


Rath Middleton 


iat connection to families and clans. Added to the earlier 


colonists combining slaves from different tribes, many 
ethnic Africans lost their knowledge of varying tribal origins 
in Africa. Most were descended from families that had been 
in the United States for many generations 


SLAVES! 


LONG CREDIT SALE 
PHAMUAEDOM LLNS 


FROM ALABAMA, WITHOUT RESERVE 


BY N. VIGNIE, AUCTIONEER, 


Offer ----No. & Ranks" Ares Ue yt and coreer eof Cowth street end 
Alley. 


THURSDAY, MARCH 20, 1858, 


AT 12 O'CLOCK, Me 


Will be sold in the Rotunda of the 
ST. LOUIS HOTEL, 


Ke 1. ABSALOM, axed 2S years, Plantetion hand, fully guaranteed. 
Ne. & NED, aged £) years, Plantation hard, fally puaraatecd. 
Re 3. TOM, a tae abe wt 46 years, Piss ethom head, folly guaranteed, except 
« defect im the right & 


Ne 4. BILL wie Zh yrars, Plantation pay fully genrantced, except 
fect in one fee 

Ne, o TRAE, vara about 25 ye ans * y plaatation hand, felly praceateed, 
a burn en bis beck aad right siete. 


Ne. 6 ALYRED, nee *S years, pleetetion hacd. » goed s subject, has worked 
in & Plackerulth shep ; al b wiht man. 

No. 7. POLLY, Negress, aged & years, No pleotetion head ead Gir 
“ook, Washer aed beoner, fully Be meri 
No, & apoack, « G Vil, aged about 23 years, good { 

driver, very likely "ead iate ar MARTHA. “hie 


her far children; NED, aged 7 ree: NANCY, aged 6 
years: HORACE, 4 years, aod M: nged 1 Te? years, 
All heeds we Slaves are from hepe State of Alabama, aad sohl ender 
execpt the defects above stated 


ALSO, at the same time and place the following 
LIST OF ACCLIMATED SLAVES. 


No. 9. DAN, Bleck, aged shoot TS years, a geod © Tumated. 
Nel aged aban at $8 adie general laborer, usd ‘aiesuaelnaasll: tb 


Ne. 11. PIRMAN, sar abet 8 vary geacral leberer, sed accusiomed to 
werk in a brick 
Ne. 12. MARY, Grid, wood obeat $7 7 years, « geod bo suse servant emt chills 
nurse, ead Ne. ‘isresiew: amd ireaes, baving abseated berseif 
© from her former ewner, 
Ne. 13, JIM, Back. aged abou! Ma geeeral laborer, and geod eebject. 


ep All the above Slaves are folly cearanteed against the vices aad dis- 
canes prescribed by law, except the kelects tered epee 


Torms---2 months for approved city acceptances, bearing 6 per et. interest 


In Louisiana, French colonists had established sugar cane 
plantations and exported sugar as the chief commodity crop. 
After the Louisiana Purchase in 1803, Americans entered the 
state and joined the sugar cultivation. Between 1810 and 
1830, planters bought slaves from the North and the number 
of slaves increased from fewer than 10,000 to more than 
42,000. Planters preferred young males, who represented 
two-thirds of the slave purchases. Dealing with sugar cane 
was even more physically demanding than growing cotton. 
The largely young, unmarried male slave force made the 
reliance on violence by the owners "especially savage. 


New Orleans became nationally important as a slave market 
and port, as slaves were shipped from there upriver by 
steamboat to plantations on the Mississippi River; it also sold 
slaves who had been shipped downriver from markets such as 
Louisville. By 1840, it had the largest slave market in North 
America. It became the wealthiest and the fourth-largest city 
in the nation, based chiefly on the slave trade and associated 
businesses. The trading season was from September to May, 
after the harvest. 


The notion that slave traders 
were social outcasts of low 
reputation, even in the South, 
was initially promulgated by 
defensive southerners and 
later by figures like historian 
Ulrich B. Phillips. Historian 
Frederic Bancroft, author of 
Slave-Trading in the Old South 
(1931) found—to the contrary 
of Phillips’ position—that many 
traders were esteemed 
members of their communities 


Crawford, Frazer & Co.,a 
slave trading business in 
Georgia, photographed by 
George N. Barnard just prior 
to the 1864 burning of Atlanta 


Wilson Chinn, a branded slave from Louisiana— 
also exhibiting instruments of torture used to 
punish slaves (carte de visite by Charles Paxson, 
Metropolitan Museum of Art ) 


According to Adalberto Aguirre's research, 1,161 slaves 
were executed in the United States between the 1790s 
and 1850s. Quick executions of innocent slaves as well as 
suspects typically followed any attempted slave 
rebellions, as white militias overreacted with widespread 
killings that expressed their fears of rebellions, or 
suspected rebellions. 


Although most slaves had lives that were very restricted 
in terms of their movements and agency, exceptions 
existed to virtually every generalization; for instance, 
there were also slaves who had considerable freedom in 
their daily lives: slaves allowed to rent out their labor and 
who might live independently of their master in cities, 
slaves who employed white workers, and slave doctors 
who treated upper-class white patients. 
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Sale at auction, by 
Alonzo J. White on the 
EL plaza north of the 
£7), HG WE Hie MY Exchange Building in 
. 172, Charleston on March 10, 
1853, of 96 people who 
had previously been 
enslaved near the 
Combahee River (Eyre 
Crowe, Museo Nacional 
de Bellas Artes, Havana, 
Cuba) 
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The inscription on the back of the case 
reads: This Daguerreotype was taken by 
Southworth Aug. 1845 it is a copy of 
Captain Jonathan Walker's hand as branded 
by the U.S. Marshall of the Dist. of Florida 
for having helped 7 men to obtain ‘Life 
Liberty, and Happiness.’ SS Slave Saviour 
Northern Dist. SS Slave Stealer Southern 
Dist. (image by Southworth & Hawes, 
Massachusetts Historical Society ) 


Tags to be used for identifying and 
tracking enslaved people of 
Charleston, South Carolina 
(National Museum of American 
History ) 


=i Allegorical liberation of a slave 

L entering a free state, wood-engraving 
from Narrative of the Life and 
Adventures of Henry Bibb, An 
American Slave, 1849 


1853 advertisement by 
the slave trader William 
F. Talbott of Lexington, 
Kentucky seeking to buy 
slaves to resell in the 


lucrative the New 
THE uadersigned wishes to eurchace a large lotof NEGROES Orleans market 


or ie Rew Orteans igre i will pay $1200 to $1250 for 
@ i young men, and $850 to $1000 fer No. “ young women. 
in n tact 5 will pay more for likely 


WEGHOES, 


Pro-slavery activists Judah P. 
Benjamin, Henry A. Wise, R. 
Barnwell Rhett Jr., Alexander H. 
Stephens, James M. Mason, 
Jefferson Davis, John B. Floyd, 
John Slidell, William L. Yancey, 
Robert Toombs, and Isham G. 
Harris (“Confederate chieftans' 
engraving by J.C. Buttre, 1864) 
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Ambrotype of African- 
American woman with flag 
“believed to be a 
washerwoman for Union troops 
quartered outside Richmond, 
Virginia” (National Museum of 
American History ) 
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The ambrotype, also known as a collodion 
positive in the UK, is a positive photograph on 
glass made by a variant of the wet plate 
collodion process. 
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Four generations of a 
formerly enslaved family, 
photographed by Timothy H. 
O'Sullivan on J. J. Smith's 
confiscated plantation at 
Beaufort, South Carolina 
(now U.S. Naval Hospital 
Beaufort) during the Port 
Royal Experiment, 1862 


First Reading of the Emancipation Proclamation of President Lincoln 
(1 864)gibpainting by Francis Bicknell Carpenter 
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Abolition of slavery in the various states of the 
United States over time: Abolition of slavery 
during or shortly after the American Revolution 
The Northwest Ordinance, 1787 Gradual 
emancipation in New York (starting 1799) and 
New Jersey (starting 1804) The Missouri 
Compromise, 1821 Effective abolition of slavery 
by Mexican or joint US/British authority Abolition 
of slavery by Congressional action, 1861 

Abolition of slavery by Congressional action, 1862 
Emancipation Proclamation as originally issued, 1 
Jan 1863 Subsequent operation of the 
Emancipation Proclamation in 1863 Abolition of 
Slavery by state action during the Civil War 
Operation of the Emancipation Proclamation in 
1864 Operation of the Emancipation 
Proclamation in 1865 Thirteenth Amendment to 
the U.S. constitution, 18 Dec 1865 Territory 
incorporated into the U.S. after the passage of the 
Thirteenth Amendment 


Pab\ished by 3. WV. ENTRAR RT, OOF Bansko Breet, Palade, Va, \ 
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Pvinted Wy Colors oy King & Maied, G07 Bansom Sweet, Palade, 


THE PAST AND THE FUTURE. Eee 


Color lithograph of 
Thomas Nast's 1863 
woodblock etching 
Emancipation: The 
Past and the Future 
(Library Company of 
Philadelphia 


Nathan Bedford Forrest 
transitioned effortlessly from 
being a slave trader before the 
war to using convict labor on his 
farm on President's Island near 
Memphis after the war (glass copy 
negative, Library of Congress 


Prisoners pick cotton 
c. 1900 at Angola 
Prison Farm in 
Louisiana, which was 
built on land that had 
formerly been 
plantations owned by 
hugely successful 
interstate slave 
trader Isaac Franklin 
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GLIMPSES AT THE FREEOMEN—THE PREEOMEN'S UNION INDUSYRIAL SCHOOL, RICHMOND, YA.—FROM A SKETCH BY OUR SPECIAL ARTIST, JAS. B. TAYLOR 


An industrial school 
set up for ex-slaves 
in Richmond during 
Reconstruction 
(Frank Leslie's 
illustrated 
newspaper, 
September 22, 1866) 


Names. Age. = 

Abel, 50 ~—- Cook. 

Susannah, 47 Field hand. 

Maria, 17 ain ie Lb J / 
Lavinia, 15 “ Ss: 
Abel, 11 House boy.) , 2g¢ F 
oe eae 1 y 4 100 Se Gath 
_ <P — SS — 

Wilson, 28 Field Ha Hand By io ah 
Abram, 45 ‘Field oe 5a Ye 
Martha, 46 « « ay (IE 
Betty, 15 Sz 
Hannah, 9 Ww 
Alfred, 6 2708 
Mary, 3 , 

Martha, i v4 / OE 4] 1 
January, 23 Field ail and weal 590. - 
Cinda, 25 Field] hand. PID - 
Phomas 46 Driver and Jobling Carpenter. 

Peggy, 37 Field hand, 

Rosetta, 18 « “ fy d fd ? 

Bonaparte, 50 Accomplished Carpenters - fe A ¢ 
i . 6a 1 K id } ve ~~. 4 

Juppy, 26 Field hand and jobbing carpenter. 
Amelia, 30 o " 

Gibby, 12 House boy. 

Lelah, . 9 fo , : 

Sarah, . 9 5 £OLL 

Infant. V : 

Sally, 62 Field hand. f ti 


Prices noted in pencil on slave sale 
broadside with listing of names, 
ages and special skills; a note was 
made on an outer page "average 
$623.45"(Hutson Lee papers, South 
Carolina Historical Society via 
Lowcountry Digital Library) 


Slaves picking cotton 
while being observed 
by an overseer on 
horseback, c. 1850 
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Survivors of the 
Wanderer: Ward Lee, 
Tucker Henderson, and 
Romeo—born Cilucangy, 
Pucka Gaeta, and Tahro 
in the Congo River 
basin—were purchased 
at a Portuguese-run 
African slave market in 
1858 for an estimated 
US$50 (equivalent to 
$1,761 in 2023) each, 
and resold in the United 
States where the fair- 
market price for a 
healthy young enslaved 
male was easily 
US$1,000 (equivalent to 
$35,215 in 2023) 
(Charles J. Montgomery, 
American 
Anthropologist, 1908) 
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Slave Market, artist 
unknown, date 
unborn (Carnegie 
Museum of Art, 
Pittsburgh) 


Slave importation 

About 600,000 slaves were transported to the United States, or five percent of the 12 
million slaves taken from Africa. About 310,000 of these persons were imported into 
the Thirteen Colonies before 1776: 40 percent directly, and the rest from the 
Caribbean. 


Slaves trafficked to the British colonies and United States: 


Time period Quantity 
1620-1700 21,000 
1701-1760 189,000 
1761-1770 63,000 
1771-1790 56,000 
1791-1800 79,000 
1801-1810 124,000 
1810-1865 51,000 


Total 597,000 


Total Slave Population in U.S., 1790-1860, by State and Territory 


Census 
Year 1790 1800 1810 1820 1830 1840 1850 1860 
All States 694,207 893,308 1,191,838 1,531,490 2,009,079 2,487,392 3,204,215 3,953,820 


Slave Market, artist 
- unknown, date 
unborn (Carnegie 
Museum of Art, 
Pittsburgh) 


Against brutal (often physically 
brutal) opposition from the 
whites of the late rebel states, 
Radical Republicans like 
Thaddeus Stevens and Charles 
Sumner, and black 
representatives elected by 
newly enfranchised former 
slaves, including Hiram Revels, 
who took Jeff Davis’ old Senate 
seat, worked to realize the lofty 
goals of the abolitionists 
through Congressional 
legislation 


As of the 1860 Census, one may compute the following statistics on slaveholding: 


Enumerating slave schedules by county, 393,975 named persons held 3,950,546 unnamed slaves, for 
an average of about ten slaves per holder. As some large holders held slaves in multiple counties and 
are thus multiply counted, this slightly overestimates the number of slaveholders. 

Excluding slaves, the 1860 U.S. population was 27,167,529; therefore, approximately 1.45% of free 
persons (roughly one in 69) was a named slaveholder (393,975 named slaveholders among 27,167,529 
free persons). By counting only named slaveholders, this approach does not acknowledge people who 
benefited from slavery by being in a slaveowning household, e.g., the wife and children of an owner; 
in 1850, there was an average of 5.55 people per household, so on average, around 8.05% of free 
persons lived in a slave-owning household. In the South, 33% of families owned at least one slave. 
According to historian Joseph Glatthaar, the number of soldiers of the Confederacy's Army of 
Northern Virginia who either owned slaves or came from slave owning households is "almost one of 
every two 1861 recruits”. In addition he notes that, "Untold numbers of enlistees rented land from, 
sold crops to, or worked for slaveholders. In the final tabulation, the vast majority of the volunteers 
of 1861 had a direct connection to slavery. 


It is estimated by the transcriber Tom Blake, that holders of 200 or more slaves, constituting less 
than 1% of all U.S. slaveholders (fewer than 4,000 persons, one in 7,000 free persons, or 0.015% of 
the population) held an estimated 20-30% of all slaves (800,000 to 1,200,000 slaves). Nineteen 
holders of 500 or more slaves have been identified. The largest slaveholder was Joshua John Ward, of 
Georgetown, South Carolina, who in 1850 held 1,092 slaves, and whose heirs in 1860 held 1,130 or 
1,131 slaves - he was dubbed “the king of the rice planters", and one of his plantations is now part of 
Brookgreen Gardens. 


The great majority of enslaved Africans were transported to sugar plantations in the 
Caribbean and to Portuguese Brazil. As life expectancy was short, their numbers had to 
be continually replenished. Life expectancy was much higher in the United States, and 
the enslaved population was successful in reproduction, which was called “natural 
increase" by enslavers. The population of enslaved people in the United States grew to 
4 million by the 1860 census. Historian J. David Hacker conducted research which 
estimated that the cumulative number of slaves in colonial America and the United 
States (1619-1865) was 10 million. 


Slaves Waiting for Sale: Richmond, Virginia [d], painting by Eyre Crowe based 
on a sketch made 1853 while visiting the United States with William 
Thackeray 


